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The Murdock Black Family Of Point Caswell
By Barbara Black Curtis

The headline in the Wilmington Morning Star on Tuesday,
February 21, 1995 read: “Historic Pender Home Lost: Burning
of Captain Black house levels another blow to Point Caswell.”1
The home of Captain Daniel Jasper Black had been one of the
two oldest houses remaining in Point Caswell, at one time the
largest community in Pender County, North Carolina. Part of
the house was thought to have been built in the early 1880s,
making it well over one-hundred years old and eyewitness to
the births and deaths of two generations of the Black family.

After the death of
Captain Black in 1933,
his wife, Hyacinth
Peterson Black, lived
alone in the Point
Caswell house until well
into her eighties, even
though the house did
not have electricity or
Black family home in Point Caswell
running water until the
1950s. Dishes were washed using a pump at the kitchen sink,
and laundry was done in an old black pot filled with water
heated on a wood-fired stove. Fireplaces in every room kept
it warm in the winter months. The following section includes
childhood memories of our family visits to my grandmother’s
home between 1950 and 1961.

family. If Hyacinth’s daughter, Thyra Black Wood, was there
she would be in the parlor winding up the old Victrola to play
“Danny Boy,” a favorite tune of the Scottish side of the family.
At dinner time, Hyacinth would prepare a delicious country
meal complete with fresh vegetables from the garden. I
recall her tall, slender frame leaning over the wood stove and
stoking it with kindling. It was a small kitchen, but it had a
screened-in back porch with a side pantry. From the pantry
she would occasionally retrieve jars of canned peaches,
which had aged gracefully along with her. There must have
been at least ten cats milling around outside anxiously
awaiting the scraps to come from her table. The cats proved
helpful in ridding the surrounding yard of mice and snakes!
She kept her chickens well-fed as one was often chosen for
the Sunday fried chicken dinner, or their eggs used for the
morning breakfast.
After the dinner meal was prepared, the adults would seat
themselves around the dining room table in an adjoining
room that accommodated ten people easily. They would
often talk about bygone days. The children would have to be
content to eat in the kitchen, or out on the large open porch
located between the kitchen and the front part of the house.

Hyacinth Black’s five children made regular visits to Point
Caswell from their own homes in Wilmington, North Carolina.
Her children and grandchildren joined her on special
occasions such as birthdays, holidays, and family reunions.
A barnyard of chickens announced these arrivals, with loud
clucking noises echoing over the countryside. Many times my
grandmother was found in a favorite swing on the spacious
front porch of the house awaiting our arrival. Her lovely
smile seemed to say: I am so glad you came to see me today.

If spending the night, the mothers would gather up the
children for a nightly bath in a small round aluminum tub,
first filled with cold water and then warm water added from
the black iron kettle on the wood stove. These baths were
especially memorable as the tub was strategically placed
out in the cold, damp air. It was sometimes difficult for the
children to sleep in those lonely, dark upstairs bedrooms,
with the continuous high-pitched hums of the summer bugs
and the lonely mating calls from the whippoorwills. The
abundance of the fireflies would, however, light up the dark
night sky, giving us some reassurance.2

The “ole” home place was a very charming two-story
house surrounded by a cypress-wood picket fence. Two
large majestic oaks draped in Spanish moss stood beside it
like faithful sentinels, providing much-needed shade from
the summer heat. On the porch, where we would usually
congregate, there were enough rockers to seat the entire

There is a deeper story buried among the ashes where the
family home once so proudly stood. It began with Murdock
Black, who decided in 1878 to move his wife, Antoinette
McLean Black, and their children from the Sandhills region
of North Carolina to a place then called Caswell Township.
According to one family source, the word “Point” was added
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later to the town name by Hyacinth Black’s great uncle, Dr.
James Simpson, a resident physician and father of the first
mayor. 3
We can only speculate why Murdock decided, like so many
other families at that time, to make Point Caswell his new
home. The Civil War was over and most of the plantation system
in the south had been swept away during the Reconstruction
years. Soon, however, trade and related activities along the
Black River began to increase due to steamboats, many of
which were built in Point Caswell and could easily navigate
the shallow, winding river. Transportation in the area was
centered around the rivers and creeks.
There were several factors that possibly influenced Murdock
Black’s decision to relocate. The Wilmington Journal
advertised Point Caswell lots for sale in 1860. It described
Point Caswell as “a thriving village,” through which passed
about 20,000 barrels of turpentine annually.4 In 1870,
another ad appeared submitted by Captain R.P. Paddison, an
early steamboat captain pioneer:
Cape Fear and Black Rivers
----------THE STEAMER LITTLE SAM,
Capt. R.P. Paddison.

Is now running regularly between Wilmington and Point
Caswell, leaving Wilmington Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, at 11 o’clock A.M. and Point Caswell Mondays,
Wednesday and Fridays at 9 o’clock A.M. touching at all
intermediate landings for passengers or freight. Fare,
$1-meals extra. Freight charges very moderate. For freight
or passage, apply to Captain on board.5

Richard Porsen Paddison was the first to open the Black River
and other Lower Cape Fear tributaries to steamboat traffic
with his little steamer, Sam, thus making Point Caswell more
accessible to early settlers and their products.6 The earliest
pioneer to settle there was Daniel McDuffie who opened
a grist mill on Colvin’s Creek around 1839. McDuffie also
deeded four acres to the town for the Caswell Presbyterian
Church, a school, town hall, and cemetery.7 Large oaks shaded
its unpaved streets and the business establishments included
a tailor shop, newspaper, three-story hotel, blacksmith shop,
general store and several warehouses. The principal industries
were shipbuilding, turpentine stills, lumber sawmills, and
farming. There were also churches, schools, a town hall, post
office, and doctor’s office. And near the wharf, not too far
from the five saloons, was a jail.8
Point Caswell was on its way to being one of Pender County’s
largest and liveliest towns. Murdock’s brother, Archibald Ray
Black, who had settled in the area years before and served
as a town commissioner, sheriff, and teacher, may also have
influenced the move with positive news about the village.9
Who was Murdock Black? Where did he originate? Murdock
was one of ten children, born on August 15, 1837, to John

Martin and Nancy Ray Black. The Black family was from a
distinguished line of Highland Scots who migrated to the
American colonies around 1760. Their favorite place to settle
was the Upper Cape Fear region, as the Lower Cape Fear had
been settled years earlier. The family lived in Black’s Mills,
about four miles southwest of Carthage, North Carolina,
the county seat of Moore County located on the Little River.
Murdock grew up on a very profitable 2,000-acre plantation
where his father, John Martin Black, grew tobacco and had a
lumber mill and turpentine industry.10 The home, known as
a Scotch cottage, was built around 1823. The inside of the
house was built entirely of heart pine. It still stands today just
outside the village of Pinehurst and is now called Rubicon
Farm.
The children of John Martin and Flora Black were Archibald
Ray, Flora, Elizabeth, William Martin, Malcolm Alexander,
Margaret Ann, Catherine, Murdock, Martin, and Effie Jane.
Flora died in 1847, two years after the birth of their last child.
Murdock was just a boy of ten. After Flora’s death, Murdock’s
father moved his children back to Black’s Mill and reopened
a grist and saw mill operation first owned by his grandfather,
Archibald Black. Murdock worked the mill with his father, as
did all the children, on the Little River plantation.11
Murdock married Antoinette
Burns McLean on December
8, 1861, in Haywood, North
Carolina, one year after the
death of his father. The 1870
U.S. Census shows Murdock
and Antoinette Black living
in Haywood, along with six
children: William Edward,
Daniel Jasper, Loula Belle,
Henry Oscar, Rosa, Ida
McLean and Joseph Arthur.
Rosa died at age three.
Murdock’s occupation was
listed as blacksmith.12

Murdock and Antoinette
McLean Black

Some family historians speculate that Murdock settled in
Point Caswell around 1878 to open a naval store. Others say
he continued his trade as a blacksmith. In 2015, slag deposits
were found on the property, which suggests Murdock
continued his trade as a blacksmith. 13
The original home where Murdock and his family settled
in Point Caswell was quite modest especially since he
and Antoinette went on to have five more children: Callie
Theresa, Walter Leon, Earnest Wilmont, Ethel Antoinette,
and Hazel Lucille.14 It must have been a lively home. In those
days everyone worked hard at the duties necessary to sustain
the family, such as feeding the livestock, tending the garden,
and cutting wood for cooking and keeping warm. The river
was within walking distance of the house. As steamboats
approached the Black River landing, the captain would signal
arrival with the loud cry of the boat’s whistle, breaking
the quiet monotony of the countryside. Different whistles
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signified different cargo. It must have been an exciting time
for Murdock Black’s family, and curious other members of
the community, as they would assemble on the river bank to
see who was coming and what freight was on board. 15
The Black family was active in the community and in their
beloved church, Caswell Presbyterian. However, life was
not always easy. The first family tragedy happened in 1898
with the loss of a son, Leon, at the age of fourteen. He had
contracted rabies. Eliza Murphy, a journalist and church
member, wrote about Leon in the article, “History of Atkinson
Church,” first published in May 1925:
. . .We couldn’t understand . . . And Leon Black, who in
his entire faithfulness was at the church more than once
when it was raining so hard that no one else came, he and
Earnest stood on the top step, out of the rain the best they
could (with no key to get inside) until they found that no
one else was coming. Leon was called away from family,
friends, and S.S. Class at 14.16

Following are sections from the memorial written by his
Sunday school teacher, dated April 17, 1898:
. . .On the 3rd Sabbath in February, Leon Black was absent
from his accustomed places, for a painful disease had laid
its hand on him. On the early morning of the following
Saturday, February 26th, he was released from this life
and passed into the presence of God where we trust he
received a crown of life and entered in the pleasure which
are fulfilled at God’s right hand.
. . .To think of Leon is to think of his beautiful characteristic
faithfulness. He was trustworthy, truthful, and loyal. He
seemed to have no thought other than to be in his place
where duty required and his voluntary offer of his sincere
heart.
. . .he was naturally endowed with a reverent spirit; a
child’s smile was often on his face, but he never seemed
to forget the sanctity of the house of kinship. . . On one
of the last nights he spent on earth, he joined his feeble
voice with his sisters in singing, “God be with You till We
Meet Again.” We ask that God be with us all and help us to
receive the lessons that he would have us learn.17

Murdock and Antoinette’s first son, William Edward, was born
in 1862. He was sixteen years old when the family moved to
Point Caswell. They must have decided William would remain
in Moore County, as the 1880 Census lists him living with his
aunt, Flora Patterson.18 Flora Black Patterson was Murdock’s
oldest sister who married Iva Patterson. William later married
Emma Cornelia Ritter of Carthage. He and Emma remained
in that area and had their own large family: Antoinette
McLean, William Jasper, Kathleen Carroll, Julie Ann, Thomas
Leon Wesley and Spencer Adams. Unfortunately William had
a relatively short life. He died in Bensalem, North Carolina,
at the age of thirty-seven, before the birth of his sixth child,
Spencer Adams.19
His oldest daughter, Antoinette “Nettie” McLean Black,
was the longest living child and dedicated much of her life
to researching her Scottish family history. With the help of

the Hon. J. McNeil Johnston of Aberdeen, North Carolina,
she was able to trace their roots back to the Isle of Jura,
Scotland.20 Nettie married Almond Pierce Thompson, who
served for a number of years as president of the Pinehurst
Cooperation. They had no children.
Murdock’s second son, Daniel Jasper, was born in 1867. He
moved with the family to Point Caswell when he was eleven
years old and there he remained most of his life. Daniel Jasper
made his living as
a river man and
boat captain along
the Cape Fear and
Black Rivers. His
biography in the
History of North
Carolina
states:
“The history of
steam
boating
Riverboat Frank Sessoms
on the old Cape
Fear River is full
of romance and interest that would make a large volume in
itself, and one of its most interesting figures would certainly
be Capt. Daniel Jasper Black.”21
Daniel Jasper began his thirty-five year riverboat career
aboard the steamer John Dawson on the Black River for
Captain Richard P. Paddison around the age of fourteen. It
was during this time that Point Caswell became an important
center for commerce and shipbuilding. While a young man,
Daniel Jasper built a boat named the Lisbon and ran it for
twelve or fifteen years up and down the Cape Fear and Black
Rivers. After the Lisbon was gone, he and his associates built
the Lisbon II. Subsequently, Daniel Jasper built and operated
the Frank Sessoms. He also operated as captain of the A.P.
Hurt, in service between Wilmington and Fayetteville, through
his association with the Planters’ Steamboat Company of
Wilmington.22 As a steamboat man, he played an active
part in the boom days of that region. The last steamboat to
operate on the Cape Fear and Black Rivers was the Charles
M. Whitlock, one of the first twentieth century boats built
by Captain Ellis Sherman of Point Caswell, as well as the last,
retiring with Captain D.J. Black in 1926.23
Daniel Jasper married Hyacinth Shaw Peterson on September
25, 1901, in Clinton, North Carolina. The event was described
in a newspaper announcement:
A Pretty Wedding at Point Caswell
September 25, 1901 –Captain D. Jasper Black, the popular
steamboat captain, who is so well known along the Cape
Fear River, was happily united in marriage yesterday
afternoon at 4:30, to Miss Hyacinth Peterson, a lovely and
popular young lady of Point Caswell. The wedding took
place in the Presbyterian Church at Point Caswell. The Rev.
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A. S. McClure D.D. of Wilmington performed the ceremony
in a beautiful and impressive manner.

was built with land he donated in the early 1900s. His son,
Daniel Jasper, described it years later:

The church was beautifully decorated with bamboo and
golden rod, accomplished by the young ladies of the
church, assisted by Mrs. E. A. Hawes. The marriage took
place beneath a handsome floral bell. Miss Peterson,
sister of the bride, was maid of honor, and Mr. Joe Black
of Charleston, S.C., brother of the groom, was best man.
The ushers were Messrs. John Hawes and Lee Simpson.
Professor Alf H. Yopp of this city played the organ.

The school was the very latest in architecture with
swinging glass doors and two large schoolrooms that
measured sixty by sixty feet. The only thing that you might
call antiquated was the old oak stove that provided heat
for the whole building. The teachers were of better quality,
due to the assistance of my mother and her relatives that
lived in that area.27

The bride is the daughter of our former townsman,
Haywood Peterson, Esq. The groom is one of our best
known young men and a valuable citizen of this place.
After the wedding, a splendid dinner was served at 5:30
o’clock at the home of the bride. Miss Ida Black of this city,
sister of Capt. Black, went up to attend the wedding.24

Daniel Jasper’s and Hyacinth’s first home was a small cottage
across the road from the home of his parents. Murdock
Black died five years after his son’s marriage, in 1906, at age
sixty-six. His obituary was published in several Wilmington
newspapers:
The sad news of the death of Mr. Murdock Black, a
venerable citizen of Point Caswell, was received here last
night, death occurring on the Sabbath evening. Three
daughters of the deceased were in this city and left for
Point Caswell this morning. They are Misses Ida, Jeanette
and Hazel Black. The last two mentioned go to school
here. The deceased is also the father of Capt. Jasper
Black, master of the steamer A. J. Johnson. Mr. Murdock
Black was a man highly esteemed and his death will bring
sadness to many. He was almost 70 years of age. [WILM.
DISPATCH, 3-26-1906; WILM.MESSENGER, 3-27-1906;
WILM.STAR, 3-28-190] 25

Soon after Murdock’s death, Daniel Jasper moved his
growing family into his father’s home, to which he added a
two-story addition in the front. The addition included a large
front porch downstairs, and a small porch balcony on the
second floor. The house now had a lovely parlor on the left
as one entered the home. On the right were two bedrooms
separated by a two-way fireplace. The new addition was
built entirely of heart pine. The staircase was also made of
heart pine that lead up to three additional bedrooms, each
with a fireplace. The kitchen and dining room comprised the
oldest section located in the back of the house, separated by
a large open porch. It was a charming place with an aura of
the past and the present—and where a second generation
was born and raised. Daniel Jasper and Hyacinth Black’s
family included one son, Daniel Jasper, and four daughters,
Sarah Shaw, Thyra McLean, Hyacinth Antoinette, and Ruth
Eleanor.26
As Captain Black’s children got older, he recognized the need
for a new school in Point Caswell. A two-room school house

In 1920, Captain Black felt it
necessary to move his family to
Wilmington, in order to continue the
children’s higher education. All five of
Captain Black and Hyacinth’s children
graduated from New Hanover High
School in Wilmington.
With increased competition from
the railroads, riverboat traffic began
a rapid decline in the first part of
the twentieth century. Captain Black Captain Daniel Jasper
went from river to road and began a
Black
freight business in Wilmington called
Black’s Motor Express. He died not long after on November
16, 1933, while living with his wife in a home on Front Street
overlooking the Cape Fear River. He was buried in the Black
family Point Caswell cemetery, next to his parents, Murdock
and Antoinette. Three of his siblings, Leon, Ida and Theresa
Black, are also buried there. Engraved on his tombstone are
the words: Pioneer in River Navigation.28
Loula Belle Black was the third child born to Murdock and
Antoinette in Moore County, two years after Captain Black
was born. She was just a small child when they moved to
Point Caswell. Not much is known about her life. She
married Benjamin S. Williams from Carthage, North Carolina.
They moved to Greenville, South Carolina. She and Benjamin
had four children: Alice, Benjamin, Augusta, and Antoinette
Williams.29
Henry Oscar Black was Murdock’s third son and fourth child.
According to Captain Black’s son, Daniel Jasper, Henry left
home for Texas at the early age of sixteen. He made Texas his
permanent home and raised a family there until his death.
Henry also dug for oil and found it. This made him a wealthy
oil baron in the boom days of Texas. He acquired a very
large tract of land on the Brazos River near West Columbia,
Texas where he fished, hunted, and raised cattle. He married
Minnie Pearl Wright in 1899, when he was twenty-nine years
old. They had three children: Lillian Wright, William Henry
and James Preston Murdock. Henry Oscar died at the young
age of thirty-six.30 The following obituary appeared in the
Wilmington Dispatch on July 11, 1906:
Friends of Miss Ida Black will sympathize with her in the
tragic death of her brother, Mr. H.O. Black, who recently
died in Texas as the result of a pistol shot wound accidentally
inflicted by himself while cleaning the weapon. Miss Black
left yesterday for Point Caswell to acquaint her mother
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and other relatives with the distressing news. Mr. Black
was married and resided in Texas for a number of years.31

Ida McLean Black (1875-1960), the second daughter and
fifth child of Murdock and Antoinette was the last to be born
in Moore County. She was a small baby when she arrived
at Point Caswell. Ida McLean grew up to become a most
remarkable lady. She never married and dedicated her whole
unselfish life to serving her God and helping others. Her
strong devotion to her church, Caswell Presbyterian, began
at an early age:
Feb. 15, 1898 – “Last night was one long to be remembered
by our citizens. For some weeks the ladies of this place
under the superintendence of Miss Annie Paddison and
Miss Ida Black, have been preparing an entertainment for
the benefit of the Presbyterian Church . . .32

While employed by Hugh MacRae & Company of Wilmington,
as a stenographer/secretary, Ida became actively involved
as a social service worker. She worked to familiarize foreign
immigrants who arrived in the “MacRae Colonies” to their
new surroundings.
One such
colony was St. Helena, located
near Burgaw, North Carolina.
During World War I, Ida engaged in
Young Men’s Christian Association
work in France for six months. On
October 23, 1920, she accepted an
appointment from the Southern
Presbyterian Church and was sent
as a missionary to the Belgian
Congo. She served as a teacher and
helper to the Congolese people
Ida McLean Black
until her retirement in 1945.33
Following is an excerpt of an article written about her by John
Morrison, a colleague:
Ida McLean Black was well named by the Congo people,
“The Children’s Friend,” for there was seldom a time when
she was not ministering to them during her 24 years of
service. She was loved by the women, not only for the
kindly attention she gave them, but because she loved
their children. She took small orphaned children into her
home, and lavished on them all the care a natural mother
could bestow. Only Heaven will reveal what this sacrificial
care accomplished.34

She was often referred to as “Ito,” by those close to her. She
brought back many souvenirs and artifacts from Africa and
generously shared them with her many nieces and nephews.
Later, the family donated many of these to the Cape Fear
Museum of Wilmington. Her tombstone reads:
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER
SOCIAL SETTLEMENT WORKER
MISSIONARY TO AFRICA
1920-1945 35

Joseph Arthur Black (1877-1933) was the seventh child born
to Murdock and Antoinette. He traveled south to Charleston,
South Carolina, around 1900 and was married two years later
to Ida Pauline Turbeville. They raised eight children: Willis
Leon, Joseph, Hugh, Wallace, Lucille, Eugene, Leroy, and
Jasper.
Daniel Jasper, son of Captain Daniel Black, wrote the following
about his uncle:
My father’s brother, Uncle Joe, a very colorful figure, came
to visit us often. He had to be doing something all the
time. I remember one Sunday in particular when Uncle Joe
wanted a mess of fish for dinner. So, he announced that he
was going down to the little pond and catch some. My
Mother stated firmly that there would be no fishing in that
home on Sunday. Well . . . that kind of stumped him for a
little bit. But at about two o’clock that same afternoon,
he showed up at the house with a tow sack half-full of the
nicest brim and perch that you have ever seen. Mama
and Uncle Joe always liked kidding each other. He said,
‘Hyacinth, don’t ask any questions. I didn’t catch them
with a hook nor a line. They’re perfectly alright. I’ll clean
them and we’ll have a big fish dinner.’ Uncle Joe always
had a way of getting around my Mother.36

Joseph Arthur Black became chief of the police department
around 1918 in Charleston, South Carolina, under the
administration of Mayor Tristram T. Hyde. Charleston had
many accomplishments during Chief Black’s administration.
Under his direction the first motorcycle was acquired by
the police department, and special emphasis was placed on
juvenile work. During his tenure in office, attempts were
made to clear the city of disorderly houses and persons of
questionable reputation. This problem engaged much of
Chief Black’s time.37
After a long illness, Joseph died at the age of fifty-five. Both he
and his wife are buried in Magnolia Cemetery, in Charleston,
South Carolina. His tombstone reads: Well done my true and
faithful servant.38
Callie Theresa Black was born in 1880, two years after
Murdock moved the family to Point Caswell. She married
Walter Simpson McDuffie in 1904. Walter was a descendant
of Daniel McDuffie, one of the first inhabitants of Point
Caswell and a well-respected man in the area. Callie and
Walter moved to Mobile, Alabama, where he established
a furniture and mattress business. To this union was born:
Marion Bernard, Mary Theresa, Elizabeth McLean, Walter
Simpson, Jr., Hazel Belle, Margaret Howard, and Thomas
Frederick. All of the above children were born in Mobile
except for Thomas Frederick, born after the family moved
back to Point Caswell in 1918. Walter Simpson, Jr., died at
the age of six of diphtheria. Soon after moving back into the
old McDuffie home on McDuffie Hill, tragedy again struck the
family. Callie died giving birth to twins at the age of forty.39
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When Earnest Wilmont was born in 1886, only three other
children, Joe, Callie, and Leon, were still living with Murdock
and Antoinette Black, based on the 1900 census records.
In those days, when there were few schools available, the
parents would send boys away to do apprentice work, often
living with another family. When Ernest was barely fifteen
years old, he was sent to Wilmington to board with the
Meredith family.40 At twenty years old, in 1916, he enlisted
in the army at Ft. Meyer Military Reservation, Alexandria,
Virginia. Ernest served as a Lieutenant in the Regular Army
of the United States. He was married to Martha Roberts and
lived in Washington, DC, until his death in 1960. He is buried
in Arlington National Cemetery.41
In 1888, another daughter was born to Murdock and
Antoinette Black. Ethel Antoinette, known to most people
as Nettie, was a very kind and gentle lady. As a young girl she
was very active in the Caswell Presbyterian Church along with
her three sisters, Callie, Ida, and Hazel Black. They all took
their vows as a Christian at Caswell Presbyterian. Nettie was
seventeen years old when their father, Murdock, died. She
moved to Wilmington then to be looked after by her sister,
Ida Black. While living there she met Milton Alexander, and
they married in 1915:
Miss Antoinette Black and the Rev. Milton O’Hanlon
Alexander, formerly of Wilmington, but now a chaplain
in the United States Navy, are wedded at the home of
the Rev. and Mrs. A.D. McClure, on North Fourth Street.
[Wilm. News Dispatch, Oct.19, 1915] 42

Ministers and their families are often called to a new church
every five years or so. Such was the case for Milton and Nettie.
They moved shortly after they were married to New London,
Connecticut, and remained there for about five years where
he served as a Presbyterian minister. They moved back to
the Piedmont area of North Carolina around 1925. Milton
died in Raleigh on January 30, 1958. Nettie died eight years
later. Their children were: Phyllis, Mary, John, Joe, and David
Alexander.43
Hazel Lucille, the youngest child of Murdock and Antoinette
Black, was born in 1892. Unfortunately, she was only
able to spend part of her childhood in Point Caswell, as
Murdock died when she was thirteen years old. Her mother,
Antoinette, died five years later in Florida while visiting her
older daughter, Loula Belle. This obituary appeared in the
Wilmington Star, January 25, 1911:
A sad occasion called kindred and friends to the home of
Capt. Jasper Black in this place to attend the funeral of his
mother, Mrs. Antoinette Black, who died at the home of
her daughter, Mrs. B. S. Williams, in Jacksonville, Florida,
last Sunday afternoon. Her husband, Mr. Murdock Black,
has preceded her to the grave several years ago and her
remains were laid to rest beside his in the Point Caswell
cemetery. Her daughter accompanied the remains and
was joined at Charleston, SC, by her brother, Mr. J.A.
Black. At Fayetteville they were joined by two sisters

Misses Antoinette and Hazel Black, who are students at
the State College in Greensboro, and by a nephew, Dr.
Scott, and sister, Mrs. Cross of Sanford. Miss Ida McLean
Black, a daughter, the well known stenographer of Hugh
MacRae & Co., and Capt. Black met them at Rooks Station
this morning. Mrs. E.B. King, a cousin of Mrs. Black went
up with Dr. and Mrs. McClure, bearing beautiful flowers
from the friends of Mrs. Black who had lived until recently
at Winter Park Gardens, near Wilmington. From far and
near friends and neighbors attended the funeral services
which were conducted by her pastor, Rev. A.D. McClure,
at 2 o’clock this afternoon. Many colored people who
loved her were present. Sweet songs were sung by the
choir of Caswell Presbyterian Church of which she was a
member until she moved to Wilmington after her husband
died. The pallbearers were Messrs. George Moore, Edwin
Murphy, Jesse Lucas, J.F. Simpson, Joseph Simpson, and
Clyde Bell.44

After her mother died, Hazel lived with her sister, Nettie,
until her marriage to the Reverend Norman Player Farrior, in
1919. She, like her sisters, followed the Christian road and
became a missionary in Uruapan, Mexico in 1920 along with
her minister husband.
A letter from Nettie was received and read by her sister
Hazel at a Caswell Presbyterian Church Homecoming service
on May 31, 1925. Thanking her friends for “cheery little
greetings that bring so much sunshine and joy into the day,”
she described the difficult living conditions and progress
being made: “The possibilities of these people are nothing
short of marvelous to us.”45
Hazel and Norman Farrior remained in Mexico until 1923. He
also served as pastor in Phillipi, West Virginia, and Goldsboro,
North Carolina. They died within three years of each other
and are buried in Golden Grove Cemetery, in Kenansville,
North Carolina. They had two daughters, Antoinette and
Hazel Farrior. 46
Family members continue to make regular visits to the Black
family cemetery in Point Caswell where moss laden trees,
thick vines and underbrush sometimes obstruct their way.
The tombstones in the entire cemetery are all perfectly
aligned toward the east like obedient Christian soldiers. A
short distance away from the cemetery, horses graze in a
pasture where the stately old family home once stood. There
is little now that indicates the lives well-lived in this once
bustling little town. No more whistle sounds come from the
river announcing the arrival of a steamboat. The surrounding
woods are thick with giant trees and overgrown vines where
houses, stores, mills, and hotels once stood. Memories
remain strong enough to pass on to those who want to know
and understand the courageous life the family fought for and
won here. These memories are the echoes of past lives from
those early years.
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